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STEPANZOFF TO RETIRE FROM UK'S LOCAL EXECUTIVE BOARD
MISSOULA —
This spring marks the end of an era for The University of Montana as
Alex Stepanzoff retires from UM's Local Executive Board after 47 years of
service.
As a member of that board, Stepanzoff has advised 10 of UM's 16
presidents and helped the University through substantial growth.

But his

ties to UM go back much further, to 1922 when the 20-year-old Russian from
Manchuria came to campus as one of the University's first foreign exchange
students.

Then-President Charles Clapp served as a surrogate father,

carefully watching over every detail of the young man's education and
adjustment to life in America.
"Dr. Clapp really took me by the hand and guided me," Stepanzoff said.
"I feel that the University has been very very good to me, and the
community has been very good to me.
University or the community,

So whatever I can do for either the

I'm glad to be able to do it."

That attitude has been much appreciated, said UM President George
Dennison.
"Alex has been an institution around the University, and presidents
have relied on him for years for counsel and assistance," Dennison said.
"We will miss him, but we'll still be able to call on him because he'll be
on emeritus status."
Stepanzoff was first appointed to the three-member board in 1944,
and since then has been continually reappointed by governors of both

more

Stepanzoff.rl —
parties.
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His retirement from the board will become effective when a

replacement is announced sometime this spring, Dennison said.
A champion wrestler and longtime Missoula businessman, Stepanzoff is
perhaps best known as the ebullient director of the Missoula City Band.

He

plans to wield the baton again this summer, his 51st season as band
director.
Now 88, Stepanzoff retains his Russian accent, wrestler's intensity
and joyful attitude.

He laughs often when discussing his colorful life and

achievements, trying not to take himself too seriously despite an extensive
collection of medals, awards and memorabilia recalling such honors as a
community bandshell dedicated to him and two celebrations of Alex
Stepanzoff Day in Missoula.
After graduating from UM in 1927, Stepanzoff studied at the Sorbonne
in Paris for a year, took a trip around the world, studied business and
economics as a graduate student at Columbia University and worked for Chase
Manhattan Bank in New York.
But family ties— his wife, Jo, hails from Bozeman— and fond memories
brought him back to Montana.

In 1939 the couple returned to Missoula,

settling in a house across the street from UM's campus.

There they have

watched the University grow and change, helping in that process whenever
they could.
"I am proud of The University of Montana," Stepanzoff said.

"We

always had problems with a limited budget, but we kept on swimming instead
of sinking.

Progress, progress all the time."
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